
This book served as the basis for the script of the 
highly acclaimed film, “Darkest Hour.” A short book, 
quick read. Lukacs’ lively writing gives you a front-row 
seat to the most consequential decisions of the 20th 
Century. He makes a compelling case that, through 
the force of argument and unwavering adherence to 
core principles, one man single-handedly saved the 
Western world from fascism.

A very thought-provoking read, especially considering 
it was written in 2009 and we get to see some of the 
predictions unfolding today. It’s quite US-centric, but 
definitely worth picking up!

Kendall Bentz

Five Days in London: May 1940 
John Lukacs

Maddie Boudreau

The Next 100 Years 
George Friedman

HLG    Best Reads of 2018

A really grounding and personal view of the Black 
Lives Matter movement from the perspective of a 
teenage girl who sees her unarmed friend shot by the 
police. For those who are a bit lazier, the movie is also 
excellent.

Brittany Burns

The Hate U Give 
Angie Thomas

https://www.amazon.com/Five-Days-London-May-1940/dp/0300084668
https://www.amazon.com/Next-100-Years-Forecast-Century/dp/0767923057/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1544815938&sr=8-1&keywords=the+next+100+years+george+friedman
https://www.amazon.com/Hate-U-Give-Angie-Thomas/dp/0062498533


A really interesting (and heartbreaking) dive into the 
experience of Koreans living in Japan in the 20th 
century through the life of a young Korean woman. 
What’s truly shocking is that a lot of the hardships and 
discrimination experienced in the early 1900s are still 
happening today.

Pachinko 
Min Jin Lee

My favorite of Murakami’s intense dream-like epics. It’s 
a deep and complex web of stories but it’s so worth 
the effort.

1Q84 
Haruki Murakami

I love this book because it’s about how America went 
from being an east of the Appalachian Mountains 
collection of states to becoming a nation as its size 
grew exponentially. From simple exploration itself, 
to exploration of what lay beneath the ground and 
how steel, electricity and other basic elements (and 
the people who invented the ways and grew the 
enterprises to do so), I think it’s a fascinating tale. It 
explores many huge developments we just don’t know 
about or have forgotten that had a huge impact on so 
much today. Always on my night stand. Love it.

Jeremy Button 

The Men Who United The States 
Simon Winchester

https://www.amazon.com/Pachinko-National-Book-Award-Finalist/dp/1455563927/ref=sr_1_3?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1544458438&sr=1-3&keywords=pachinko
https://www.amazon.com/1Q84-Vintage-International-Haruki-Murakami/dp/0307476464
https://www.amazon.com/Men-Who-United-States-Indivisible/dp/0062079611


Daniel Casse

The Great Train Robbery 
Michael Crichton 

Michael Crichton was some kind of crazy genius. He 
wrote wildly successful books and screenplays about 
everything (Jurassic Park, The Andromeda Strain). 
Most of his books I wouldn’t even consider reading. 
He had a bunch of hare-brained pet theories that 
made him unfashionable, but his book The Great Train 
Robbery is a masterpiece. It pieces together in 
exquisite detail every step of a spectacular, Victorian-
era heist. Apparently, he spent years poring over 19th 
century newspapers to get every item right. This is a 
book that you should listen to, not read. British actor 
Michael Kitchen’s voice draws you in and makes you 
feel part of the conspiracy.  I listened to this on a few 
plane trips and car rides in less than a week. 
Absolutely addictive. 

Bryan Curran

Make Your Bed 
William H. McRaven

An inspirational and thought-provoking book based 
on the ten principles the author learned during Navy 
Seal training. These principles helped him overcome 
challenges throughout his life and the book explains 
how anyone can use these basic lessons to change 
themselves – and the world – for the better.

https://www.audible.com/search?keywords=the+great+train+robbery+by+michael+crichton&ref=a_hp_t1_header_search
https://www.amazon.com/Make-Your-Bed-Little-Things/dp/1455570249/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1545071653&sr=1-1&keywords=make+your+bed+book+by+admiral+william+mcraven


It’s beautifully written, despite the prose being fairly 
sparse (good inspiration for keeping my own writing 
succinct but compelling!). The story takes place in a 
small farming town in Colorado, and illustrates how 
ordinary people have the capacity for extraordinary 
compassion and growth, at any age.

Cassie Dormond

Plainsong 
Kent Haruf

Meryl Ellingson

Being Wrong 
Kathyrn Schulz

This book is Malcolm Gladwell-esque, but better. It will 
make you analyze your own reactions to being wrong 
and why everything we do, we do to avoid error. I 
found myself constantly jotting down quotes, and it 
delivers smatterings of history, philosophy, 
psychology and art. I bought this as a gift for 3 or 4 
people in my life this year, so it was my obvious 
choice for the staff list!

Robyn Reed Frenze

The Book of Joy 
Dalai Lama, Desmond Tutu & Douglas Carlton Abrams 

The Dalai Lama and his old friend Archbishop Tutu get 
together to celebrate His Holiness’s eightieth birthday, 
reflect on their lives and answer the question of “how 
do we find joy in the face of life’s inevitable suffering.” 
This book offers an intimate look at their sometimes 
differing points of view, personal stories and frequent 
teasing. A great gift for someone (even you)! 

https://www.amazon.com/Plainsong-Kent-Haruf/dp/0375705856/ref=asc_df_0375705856/?tag=hyprod-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=312106841178&hvpos=1o2&hvnetw=g&hvrand=18006862819629706580&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9007275&hvtargid=pla-385433654831&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Being-Wrong-Adventures-Margin-Error/dp/0061176052/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1543373809&sr=8-1&keywords=being+wrong+by+kathryn+schulz
https://www.amazon.com/Book-Joy-Lasting-Happiness-Changing/dp/0399185046/ref=asc_df_0399185046/?tag=hyprod-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=312734685832&hvpos=1o2&hvnetw=g&hvrand=8070929477689247558&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9007275&hvtargid=pla-451467919428&psc=1


This Pulitzer-Prize winning novel uses a “real” 
underground railroad of tracks and tunnels beneath 
the Southern soil to transport the main character 
north on her quest for freedom. Filled with vivid 
imagery and plenty of tension, this book re-creates 
the unique terrors of black people in the pre–Civil War 
era.

The Underground Railroad 
Colson Whitehead 

Duke is a champion poker player, with doctoral level 
training in psychology. She has applied her poker 
experience to the decisions we make in life or business. 
I especially love her concept of “resulting” - which 
is the bad habit reading the wrong lessons from 
outcomes vs. analyzing the quality of the decisions 
themselves. Fantastic primer on the daily discipline of 
self-evaluation, as the basis of getting better over time.

Rob Gluck

Thinking in Bets 
Annie Duke

In college everyone was reading this book and I never 
did - but I picked it up over the summer and enjoyed 
it. As Pirsig says in his intro: “It should in no way be 
associated with that great body of factual information 
relating to orthodox Zen Buddhist practice. It’s not 
very factual on motorcycles, either.” Nevertheless 
it is full of wisdom. I especially connected with his 
passages on “care” - and how it relates to doing 
work well, which gets to the heart of being a great 
consultant. 

Zen and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance 
Robert M. Pirsig

https://www.amazon.com/Underground-Railroad-Pulitzer-Winner-National/dp/0385542364
https://www.amazon.com/Thinking-Bets-Making-Smarter-Decisions/dp/0735216355
https://www.amazon.com/Zen-Art-Motorcycle-Maintenance-Inquiry/dp/0060589469/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1544818216&sr=1-1&keywords=Zen+and+the+Art+of+Motorcycle+Maintenance%3A+An+Inquiry+Into+Values


The Order of Time 
Carlo Rovelli

Time is one of those concepts that you never notice 
but, once examined, gets stranger and stranger. 
Rovelli is a physicist who pulls apart every 
contemporary question about time: does it really only 
move in one direction; what is the connection to mass 
and velocity; does it even exist as we perceive it to? 
You read this book and are floored by how little we 
know.

Travel in time through Paris through the lens of 
historical fiction. I enjoy this genre, and this book in 
particular, because it weaves historical research with a 
great narrative about how people from different social 
structures interact and how they are all looking for the 
same thing – meaning in life.

Beyond the Melting Pot is the classic 1960s study by 
Nathan Glazer and Daniel Patrick Moynihan about the 
best of and challenges around America’s immigration 
culture. Given today’s current national tensions over 
today’s immigration issues, it is worth recalling Glazer 
and Moynihan’s perspectives. 

Yasmin Dias Guichot 

Paris 
Edward Rutherfurd

Michael Hodin

Beyond the Melting Pot 
Daniel Patrick Moynihan & Nathan Glazer 

https://www.amazon.com/Order-Time-Carlo-Rovelli/dp/0141984961/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
https://www.amazon.com/Paris-Novel-Edward-Rutherfurd/dp/0345530764
https://www.amazon.com/Beyond-Melting-Pot-Second-Italians/dp/026257022X


Joe Coughlin’s Longevity Economy was just published 
this year. Founder and head of the MIT Age Lab and 
an advisor to GCOA, the book articulates Coughlin’s 
take on how the aging of society itself creates an 
entirely new market opportunity. The Longevity/Silver 
Economy is one of the HLG core platforms elevated 
through the Global Coalition on Aging. 

The Longevity Economy 
Joe Coughlin 

A slow, detailed, gripping, textured narrative of one 
man’s daily routines. Reading about cleaning the 
house has never been so good. I’m only two books in 
(of six) and have zero intention of letting up.

Mark Hoffmann

My Struggle 
Karl Ove Knausgaard

Remember The English Patient? Ondaatje’s newest 
novel is part Alan Furst, part John le Carré and 100 
percent worth your time. Hope someone turns it into 
a film starring Ralph Fiennes…

Megan Jackson

Warlight 
Michael Ondaatje

https://www.amazon.com/Longevity-Economy-Unlocking-Fastest-Growing-Misunderstood/dp/1610396634
https://www.amazon.com/My-Struggle-Karl-Ove-Knausgaard/dp/0374534144/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1545231751&sr=8-1&keywords=my+struggle
https://www.amazon.com/Warlight-novel-Michael-Ondaatje/dp/0525521194/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1544818895&sr=1-1&keywords=Warlight


The perfect political primer following the recent 
mid-term elections and as potential presidential 
candidates begin to emerge in 2019! Richard Ben 
Cramer recounts the 1988 presidential campaign via 
the experiences of six candidates: Bush, Dole, Hart, 
Biden, Gephardt and Dukakis. It is a study of psyches 
and personalities, a peek behind the curtain into 
what it takes to mount and run a presidential political 
campaign, and a timeless product of incredible 
journalism. A true exposé for HLG’s political junkies!

Jennifer Johnston

What It Takes 
Richard Ben Cramer

This book is one of the best books I’ve read in years. 
To call it a masterpiece is an understatement. It is 
a must-read for any human, and certainly for any 
American.

Jessica Kemp

Homegoing 
Yaa Gyasi

Get in Trouble 
Kelly Link

My favorite book of 2018, Link is a magical and 
masterful storyteller. The nine exquisite examples 
in this collection show her in full command of her 
formidable powers. 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0394562607/ref=oh_aui_search_detailpage?ie=UTF8&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Homegoing-Yaa-Gyasi/dp/1101971061/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1545072122&sr=8-1&keywords=homegoing
https://www.amazon.com/Get-Trouble-Stories-Kelly-Link/dp/0812986490/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1545071784&sr=8-1&keywords=kelly+link


The Sympathizer 
Viet Thanh Nguyen

A close runner up for my favorite book of 2018, 
Nguyen’s book is fiction but only in its chosen 
narrative - certainly not in its facts nor the context it’s 
set in. 

Because I read everything she writes.

Brooks Kenny

Tell Me More 
Kelly Corrigan 

A beautiful love story about family. Our family 
volunteers with this organization, and watching it 
grow and expand has touched our hearts.

A Forever Family 
Rob Scheer

https://www.amazon.com/Sympathizer-Novel-Pulitzer-Prize-Fiction/dp/0802124941/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1545072398&sr=8-1&keywords=the+sympathizer+by+viet+thanh+nguyen
http://www.kellycorrigan.com/tell-me-more/
https://www.amazon.com/Forever-Family-Fostering-Change-Child/dp/1501196634?SubscriptionId=AKIAJ2F6RDUSIYCWQMFQ&tag=sa-b2c-new-20&linkCode=xm2&camp=2025&creative=165953&creativeASIN=1501196634


This book teases apart gender dynamics and power 
dynamics through speculative fiction. In changing one 
near-fundamental truth of society, Alderman provokes 
deep thought and questions around equity, feminism 
and human nature. A quick and engrossing read.

Beth Leuin

The Power 
Naomi Alderman 

Matt Levy

Evicted 
Matthew Desmond 

An eye-opening window into the lives facing many 
poorer Americans (and the landlords who rent to 
them) in cities across the country that gave me 
a better sense of the degree of hardship and 
inequality facing many. The book won the 2017 
nonfiction Pulitzer – worth your time.

Someone recommended the first book in this series
last year, but why limit yourself to just one? Now
that you’ve begun, I recommend reading the trilogy. 
This is the best apocalyptic, fantasy trilogy written in 
quite some time – Jemisin has created a fascinating, 
complex, and problematic world, calling into question 
systems of racism, sexism, prejudice and much more.

Broken Earth Trilogy 
N.K. Jemisin

https://www.amazon.com/Power-Naomi-Alderman/dp/0316547611
https://www.amazon.com/Evicted-Poverty-Profit-American-City/dp/0553447459/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&qid=1543357436&sr=8-3&keywords=evicted+poverty+and+profit+in+the+american+city
https://www.amazon.com/Broken-Earth-Trilogy-Season-Obelisk/dp/031652719X/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1543357555&sr=8-1&keywords=nk+jemisin+the+broken+earth+series


While this may not thrill those with erudite tastes, this
kind of trashy, but incredibly entertaining book is 
urban fantasy at its best. Written by a husband-
and-wife duo, they successfully weave in ancient 
mythology with werewolves, vampires, and more in 
a world where technology and magic are fighting 
for dominance. These books are fast-paced, action-
packed, and the perfect escape over the holiday 
season. Plus if you find you like this one, do not fear as 
it is the first book in a series of 10!

Magic Bites 
Ilona Andrews 

Loved it. I also recommend his cookbook, but you 
cannot give it to your mother for Christmas.

Clare Maher

Kitchen Confidential 
Anthony Bourdain

Everything you ever wanted to know about dark 
matter, the expansion of the universe and more. 
deGrasse Tyson also has a great recipe for french 
toast.

Astrophysics for People in a Hurry 
Neil deGrasse Tyson

https://www.amazon.com/Magic-Bites-Kate-Daniels-Book-ebook/dp/B000SEH16E/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1543357713&sr=8-1&keywords=magic+bites+kate+daniels+book+1
https://www.amazon.com/Kitchen-Confidential-Adventures-Culinary-Underbelly-ebook/dp/B002UM5BXW/ref=zg_bs_6361569011_1?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=DXHCQH2W1GAFPJANR4H8
https://www.amazon.com/Astrophysics-People-Hurry-Grasse-Tyson-ebook/dp/B01MAWT2MO/ref=zg_bs_158613011_1?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=4STSYE5XXD5JSNVYQ4RK


It’s a non-fiction scholarly history book examining 
the historical roots of pre-Revolutionary North 
America. Gives a detailed look at various communities, 
nations, stakeholders and connects to the forces that 
culminated in American Revolution. I particularly 
enjoyed the agency Richter demonstrates among 
various groups that we’ve traditionally seen as just 
being ‘acted upon’ by history.

Chad McGinnis

Before the Revolution 
Daniel Richter

The latest work from acclaimed author Mark 
Hoffmann, this page-turning, instant classic, “offers 
pedagogical rational for rhetors to look beyond 
their immediate rhetorical situations to deliberately 
construct arguments to maintain persuasive potential 
across geographic border and through time.” This 
must-read work cuts through the ivory tower jargon 
and delivers a scintillating thriller akin to lesser known 
works such as 50 Shades of Grey, Girl with the Dragon 
Tattoo, and Crime and Punishment.  
 
Signed copies available upon request.

Cortland Mercer

Towards a Global Rhetoric
Mark Hoffmann, Ph.D.

https://www.amazon.com/Before-Revolution-Americas-Ancient-Pasts/dp/0674072367
https://drum.lib.umd.edu/handle/1903/16187


It should be required for all of us who are thinking 
about a fulfilling career matched with our longevity. I 
know it’s terribly obvious. 

It’s a classic... it makes my child smile, and she knows 
every word. 

Melissa Mitchell

The 100-Year Life 
Lynda Gratton and Andrew Scott

Little Miss Sparkle 
Adam Hargreaves

It’s going to change the way in which you see 
humankind’s history. It was so nice that I read it in 
both English and Italian. And I have started as well the 
“sequel,” Homo Deus.

It’s a book from another society, and another century 
– but you won’t feel too much difference with what 
you see around you in 2018…!

Mario Ottiglio

Sapiens 
Yuval Noah Harari

Zeno’s Conscience  
Italo Svevo

https://www.amazon.com/100-Year-Life-Living-Working-Longevity-ebook/dp/B01G9QGO6W
https://www.amazon.com/Little-Miss-Sparkle-Mr-Men-ebook/dp/B01ASO6JZC/ref=sr_1_1?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1545071904&sr=1-1&keywords=little+miss+sparkle
https://www.amazon.com/Sapiens-Humankind-Yuval-Noah-Harari/dp/0062316095
https://www.amazon.com/Zenos-Conscience-Italo-Svevo-ebook/dp/B00ZYCTN5M/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1544809055&sr=1-2&keywords=zeno%27s+conscience


Octopuses are some of the smartest animals, but they 
evolved along an entirely different path than other 
smart animals, including humans. What does that 
tell us about consciousness – for a person and for an 
octopus? Most interesting book I read in 2018.

Charles Pennell

Other Minds
Peter Godfrey-Smith

30 years in the life of a Russian aristocrat under house 
arrest in Moscow’s famed Hotel Metropol following the 
Bolshevik Revolution. Hilarious and heart-breaking at 
the same time.

Julie Pierce

A Gentleman in Moscow  
Amor Towles 

Fascinating memoir about an Orthodox Jewish couple 
from Brooklyn that met during WWII, converted to 
Catholicism and raised eight children in rural upstate 
New York, estranged from their own large families. 
As a young adult, their youngest son discovers their 
secret and sets out to find his roots. Caveat: Reads like 
a detective novel at its best, but the last 100 pages 
needed a better editor.  

Turbulent Souls
Stephen J. Dubner

https://www.amazon.com/Other-Minds-Octopus-Origins-Consciousness/dp/0374227764
https://www.amazon.com/Gentleman-Moscow-Novel-Amor-Towles/dp/0670026190
https://www.amazon.com/Turbulent-Souls-Catholic-Return-Jewish/dp/B000HXDKAM


The series revolves around Chief Inspector Armand 
Gamache of the Surêté du Québec solving murders in 
and around the village of Three Pines, just north of the 
U.S. border. The descriptions are beautifully phrased, 
the characters are interesting and have depth and the 
plots are complex enough to keep even the most avid 
crime series enthusiast (who has seen it all) engaged. 

Katy Riddick

Chief Inspector Gamache Book Series 
Louise Penny

This was fun to read and I think others might enjoy it.

Patrick Rochelle

Lincoln in the Bardo  
George Saunders 

My brother gave me this book as a gift a few years 
back and I was absolutely enthralled by it. Yahoo 
Sports’ Jeff Passan takes a hard look at the ongoing 
problem of arm injuries in baseball, weaving together 
a detailed history of Tommy John surgery, captivating 
narratives from rehabbing players and insights and 
perspectives from some of the top minds in the game. 
Although this is a book about baseball, non-fans will 
also find the subject matter and writing compelling.

Sagar Sane

The Arm
Jeff Passan

https://www.amazon.com/gp/bookseries/B00CJ18JFG/ref=sr_bookseries_null_B00CJ18JFG
https://www.amazon.com/Lincoln-Bardo-Novel-George-Saunders/dp/0812995341
https://www.amazon.com/Arm-Billion-Dollar-Mystery-Valuable-Commodity/dp/0062400371


Imaginative novel about refugees written by a 
McKinsey alum.

Samuel Savin

Exit West 
Mohsin Hamid

The first book I read this year. Still maybe my favorite.

Moonglow 
Michael Chabon 

The dividing line between climate alarmists and 
climate deniers starts with Ehrlich and Simon. This 
book explains how two fundamentally different 
mindsets dating back to (at least) the late 1960s 
continue to shape our environmental wars today. 

Kevin Stach

The Bet
Paul Sabin

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/30688435-exit-west
https://www.amazon.com/Moonglow-Novel-Michael-Chabon/dp/0062225553
https://www.amazon.com/Bet-Ehrlich-Julian-Gamble-Earths/dp/0300198973/ref=sr_1_4?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1543348835&sr=1-4&keywords=The+Bet


Lincoln was not only America’s greatest president, 
he was the greatest student of America’s founding. 
Richard Brookhiser shows how the two are connected 
in the best intellectual-political biography of Lincoln. 

Founders’ Son 
Richard Brookhiser

Ever wonder why that person sitting next to you on 
the airplane can’t stop laughing? It’s probably because 
he/she is lost in P.G. Wodehouse’s world of Jeeves 
and Wooster. For those of you who ignored Kendall’s 
Wodehouse recommendation last year, here’s a 
chance to fix that mistake. 

The Code of the Woosters 
P.G. Wodehouse

Because every “work booklist” needs a “not safe for 
work book”. Also, Brian K. Vaughan (the author) says 
“I’m part of the generation that all we do is complain 
about the (Star Wars) prequels and how they let us 
down ... And if every one of us who complained about 
how the prequels didn’t live up to our expectations 
just would make our own sci-fi fantasy, then it would 
be a much better use of our time.” 

Ben Westhoven

Saga
Brian K. Vaughan

https://www.amazon.com/Founders-Son-Life-Abraham-Lincoln/dp/046503294X/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1543349280&sr=1-1&keywords=Founder%27s+Son
https://www.amazon.com/Code-Woosters-P-G-Wodehouse/dp/158567057X/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1543349916&sr=1-1&keywords=The+Code+of+the+Woosters+Overlook
https://www.amazon.com/Saga-Book-One-Brian-Vaughan/dp/1632150786/ref=sr_1_3?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1544482172&sr=1-3&keywords=saga+book+one


This year I am suggesting a memoir I read about 
the challenges and influences of growing up in an 
American inner-city. I enjoyed the storytelling and 
writing about a subject that is as relevant today as 
ever.

Ben Williams

The Other Wes Moore 
Wes Moore

https://www.amazon.com/Other-Wes-Moore-Name-Fates/dp/0385528205



